
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2757May 9, 2000
clause, passes in this ESEA reauthor-
ization.

We can no longer, Mr. Speaker, tol-
erate violence, especially gun violence
that affect the lives of our students.
We have seen that with Columbine and
the others.

So I plan to offer an amendment
which repeals the transferability
clause in Title I of H.R. 4141 when it
comes to the floor. I believe that it is
extremely harmful for the local edu-
cation agencies to be able to transfer
funds between educational programs
thereby weakening the original man-
date of those funds.

Again, Title I is for our poorest of
children, the poorest of schools. I have
those schools in my district of Watts
and Wilmington and other places.

I say to all of us in this House, let us
not forget the disadvantaged student,
the one who critically needs quality
education.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3709, THE INTERNET NON-
DISCRIMINATION ACT

Mr. LINDER (during the special
order of Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD),
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No.
106–611) on the resolution (H. Res. 496)
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 3709) to make permanent the
moratorium enacted by the Internet
Tax Freedom Act as it applies to new,
multiple and discriminatory taxes on
the Internet, which was referred to the
House Calender and ordered to be
printed.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 701, THE CONSERVATION
AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 1999

Mr. LINDER (during the special
order of Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD),
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No.
106–612) on the resolution (H. Res. 497)
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 701) to provide Outer Continental
Shelf Impact Assistance to State and
local governments, to amend the Land
and Water Conservation Fund Act of
1965, the Urban Park and Recreation
Recovery Act of 1978, and the Federal
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act (com-
monly referred to as the Pittman-Rob-
ertson Act) to establish a fund to meet
the outdoor conservation and rec-
reational needs of the American peo-
ple, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calender and or-
dered to be printed.

f

LAND OF MANY USES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HAYES). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
MCINNIS) is recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I have a
very serious subject of which I want to
address to my colleagues, a subject of
which many of my colleagues in this
room, while it is not in their district,
they may not have the kind of knowl-
edge that I hope to kind of infer into
them this evening during our discus-
sion.

What I want to visit about really is
specific, as it first comes out to the
State of Colorado and to the Third
Congressional District. Did my col-
leagues know the Third Congressional
District is one of the largest districts
in the United States? That is the dis-
trict that I represent in the United
States Congress.

That District geographically is larger
than the State of Florida. It is a very
unique district. I will kind of point out
the district here on the map to my left.
It is this portion of Colorado. It con-
sumes over 60 percent of the State of
Colorado. In that area, just roughly
speaking, with the exception of Pikes
Peak and part of Estes Park, all the
other mountains, for the most part, are
contained within the Third Congres-
sional District of Colorado.

Now, this district has some very
unique features about it. First of all,
the amount of Federal land ownership
within the district, which exceeds 22
million acres. This district is also a
district which supplies 80 percent of
the water in the State of Colorado,
even though 80 percent of the popu-
lation lives outside the Third Congres-
sional District.

This district is also unique. Well, in
fact, the entire State of Colorado is
unique in that Colorado is the only
State in the whole union, the only
State in the whole union where we
have no free-flowing water that comes
into our State for our use. In other
words, all of our water flows out of the
State.

Now, in this particular district, as
my colleagues know, because of the
amount of Federal land, we have a con-
cept called multiple use. I want to give
a brief history of multiple use. Al-
though I have talked many times from
this podium to my colleagues about
multiple use, I am asking for their pa-
tience again this evening, because I
want to give a little history of multiple
use and why in the West we have much
different circumstances or con-
sequences of decisions in Washington,
D.C. regarding land than they do in the
East.

Let me put it this way, multiple use
is critical for our style of life. There
are many organizations that are up and
down the eastern coast around in these
areas that really do not understand
what it is like to live surrounded by
Federal lands. So it is very easy for
them to criticize those of us who live
in the West for our lifestyle. It is very
easy for those individuals to tell us to
get off the Federal lands as if we had
no right to be on those Federal lands.

Well, let us start with a little his-
tory. After I go through the history,

then I am going to move into the White
River National Forest. It is one of the
most beautiful forests in the world. It
is an area which I grew up on. I was
born and raised in Colorado. My family
has been there for multiple genera-
tions. I can tell my colleagues that
there are a lot of people that are very
proud of the White River National For-
est. So we will move into the White
River National Forest.

But, first of all, let us start with a
little history on the concept of mul-
tiple use. In the early days of this
country, the United States, as a young
country, wanted to expand. Obviously
the only place to expand was west be-
cause our people and our country start-
ed over here on the eastern coast near
the Atlantic Ocean.

But as the United States began to ac-
quire land, for example, through pur-
chases like the Louisiana Purchase,
they needed to come out here into
these new lands. Back then, having a
deed for property, unlike today, today
if one has a deed for property, it really
means something. One can go into the
courts and enforce it. In those days, in
the frontier days and the early days of
the settlement of the United States as
we know it today, having a deed did
not mean a whole lot. One had to have
possession. That is where, for example,
the saying possession is nine-tenths of
the law. That is where that saying
came from.

So the challenge that faced our gov-
ernment in the East was how do we en-
courage our citizens who have the com-
fort of living in the East to become
frontiersmen, and I say that generi-
cally, to become frontiersmen to go
West and settle the West and get pos-
session of the lands that we want to be-
come later States in the United States.

So the idea they came up with is,
well, let us do the American dream.
One of the pillars of capitalism, one of
the pillars of freedom, one of the pil-
lars of which the concept of our gov-
ernment was made, that is private
property. Let us give them some land.
I think it is every American’s dream to
own their own home, to own a piece of
property.

It was many, many years ago, hun-
dreds of years ago when our country
was formed. So they thought, the lead-
ers at that time, the way to get these
people to move out here to the West, to
settle all of this new land, let us give
them land. Let us see if they go out
there and they work on the land, and
they show that they really care about
the land and they devote themselves to
the land. Let us give them the land,
maybe 160 acres, maybe 320 acres. It is
called the Homestead Act.

That worked pretty well, except
when one got to the West, to the West
right here, out here, 160 acres, for ex-
ample, in Kansas or 160 acres in Ne-
braska or 160 acres in Ohio or 160 acres
elsewhere, in Missouri or Mississippi,
one could support a family, or maybe
320 acres, one could support a family
off that.
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